Discussion
The passage of electric current through the human body may cause muscular contraction, respiratory paralysis, cardiac arrhythmias and tissue burns. In a pregnant woman the hand-to-foot current pathway also includes the uterus. Because amniotic fluid and the uteroplacental vessels have a relatively low electrical resistance, the fetus is also at risk from electrical injury.
Previous reports suggest that acute fetal problems resulting from electric shock in pregnancy include spontaneous abortion,"2 decreased fetal movements, ominous fetal cardiac patterns and unexplained intrauterine death.3 Long term effects include intrauterine growth retardation and/or oligohydramnios. [3] [4] [5] This is the first report where an electrical injury in pregnancy has been followed within 24 hours by a large placental abruption and consequent fetal demise. In Lieberman's study5 of pregnant women who had suffered an electric injury in pregnancy the fetus, placenta and cord were carefully examined in all cases following delivery and no specific clinical or pathological sign of fetoplacental damage could be identified.
Once again it is recommended that pregnant women who suffer from an electric shock in pregnancy, however minor, need 
